Sir,

In his letter, Dr. Al-Hajoj\[[@CIT1]\] proposes a review of BCG vaccination policy in Saudi Arabia as it is causing "more confusion than protection" and he suggests stopping BCG vaccination altogether. This despite the fact that tuberculosis incidence in Saudi Arabia is rising, according to the Ministry of Health statistics.

BCG vaccination of infants was confirmed to have significant protective efficacy against disseminated childhood tuberculosis and tuberculous meningitis. A meta-analysis of 5 randomized control trials and 8 case-control studies showed an average protection of 80% among children vaccinated in infancy.\[[@CIT2]\] The impact of vaccination was demonstrated by the decline of tuberculosis among young adults in the UK after the introduction of vaccination.\[[@CIT3]\] In Sweden discontinuation of BCG vaccination was associated with a demonstrable increase in childhood tuberculosis.\[[@CIT4]\]

Currently, BCG vaccine is not given routinely in USA, Canada and parts of western Europe, because of the low disease incidence in these countries (\<5 cases/100,000). In Saudi Arabia, the incidence of the disease remains moderate (about 40 cases/100,000), and there is a high influx of foreign workers (including housemaids) from countries with high prevalence of tuberculosis. In these circumstances, exposure of children to the disease is likely to be significant; and therefore, prevention of serious childhood tuberculosis should remain a priority. This emphasizes the need to continue with the current policy of compulsory BCG vaccination of infants in Saudi Arabia. A revision of this policy is justified when the disease incidence declines to low levels.
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